Evelyn Street

new housing and community facilities

This site on the edge of Deptford Park
was identified as an urban brownfield
site where new affordable homes
would be beneficial to the local area.
Landscape was an important issue as
the site had been partially absorbed
into the neighbouring park following
bomb damage to housing in the war.
The area was of low value in terms of
amenity and ecology, but some local
residents considered it part of the park.

The design team emphasized the
positive benefits of a building which
completed the street frontage and
helped enclose the park with a
stronger edge. The scheme included
29 flats for social rent and a further 8
for shared ownership. A new multi-use
community facility with sports changing
rooms and family care facilities
provided additional benefits for the
local area. The project demonstrated
the importance of working in close
partnership with a range of agencies to
deliver a sustainable, mixed-use,
regeneration scheme.

Requirements on the site for access,
parking and a parks depot meant that

external space was limited. Instead,
the scheme borrowed scenery and
green space from the adjacent park.
Landscape design focused on
providing a strong framework of
planting which integrated the new
buildings with their surroundings.
Planted mounds and new trees were
proposed to break up the fagade of the
building and enhance the edge of the
park.

30 new trees were proposed for the
site including a mix of Ash trees and
multi-stem Himalayan Birch along the
boundary, an avenue of columnar
Hornbeams along the street boundary,
and flowering Cherries around the
edge of the car park. Low clipped
native hedges such as Yew, Beech
and Box provide structural planting to
the edges of the building and the
parking area. The large existing tree is
under planted with Bluebells, ferns and
other woodland perennials. Native
plants or wildlife-friendly species were
used where possible, and bird and bat
boxes were provided on site. This
helped the project to achieve an Eco
Homes ‘very good’ sustainability rating.
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Location:
Deptford, London

Client:
L & Q Housing Trust

Project:
Design of new build housing and
community facilities

Value:
£5.6m

Status:
Completed 2007

“A project where
landscaping has helped to
achieve an Eco-Homes

rating of ‘very good'.
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